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Abstract: 

This paper provides an introduction to EU import tariff regimes. It describes the inherent 

complexities and outlines the approach taken for aggregating EU tariffs from 10-digit level to 8-digit 

level. Based on a simplified classification, the paper further explains the methodology behind the 

merger of tariff data and trade flows used to provide information on the distribution of EU import 

flows by import regime (MFN and GSP or other preferential regimes). Finally, an overview of EU 

imports by tariff regime is presented and commented upon and the importance of which statistical 

regime a product is classified under is highlighted. 

                                                 
∗ The opinions expressed in this paper are the author's own and do not necessarily reflect any views of the 
European Commission. lars.nilsson@ec.europa.eu. Many thanks to Luc Stroobants for immensely valuable 
comments. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

There is more to imports and tariffs than first meet the eye. Based on a product, its origin 
and date of importation, more than one tariff is potentially applicable. But tariffs may be 
suspended, the product may be subject to a so called end use agreement, it may be 
restricted by preferential or non-preferential quotas etc. Simply establishing the tariff 
treatment a product is eligible for is complicated. Moreover, a given tariff or duty may be 
complex in itself. 

In the EU, tariffs are set at the 10-digit product level. Hence, a tariff provided at 6- or 8-
digits must be subject to some form of aggregation, which, in fact, is almost a separate 
strand of literature. But it is rare to see a discussion on how to deal with products which 
are potentially eligible for more than one tariff at 10-digit level and which choices that 
have to be made to aggregate these tariffs to e.g. 8-digits.  

Once eligible tariffs for a product have been established, one is often interested in 
matching this information with trade flows. However, the value of imports depends on 
the statistical regime, under which the import flow is classified, which is an issue that is 
seldom discussed. In addition, the import regime(s) an import flow is eligible for does not 
necessarily correspond to the import regime that is actually requested for the good by the 
importer.  

This paper provides an introduction to and a discussion around these issues. Section 2 
presents the EU's tariff database TARIC and some of the EU's tariff complexities. Section 
3 outlines EU statistical regimes and import tariff regimes and provides an overview of 
EU imports using these concepts. Section 4 explains how tariff data and import flows are 
merged so that data can be provided on e.g. preference utilisation rates. Finally, Section 5 
draws some conclusions. 

2. EU TARIFFS 

2.1. TARIC – concepts and complexities 

The (online) customs tariff database TARIC (Tarif Intégré Communautaire)1 lists all EU 
measures relating to tariff, commercial and agricultural legislation. The TARIC 
nomenclature is based on a further breakdown of the Combined Nomenclature (CN), 
which is comprised of the Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature with further 
Community subdivisions. The CN has some 10000 headings (at 8-digit level). TARIC 
contains five categories of information necessary for monitoring EU policies in the area 

                                                 
1 http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/taric_consultation.jsp.  



of trade: Tariff measures,2 Agricultural measures,3 Commercial measures,4 Measures 
relating to restriction of movements5 and Measures for gathering of statistical data.6  

There are many tariff measure and they are quite complex. Annex Table 1 presents 
TARIC's 16 tariff measures (relating to imports in its traditional sense without 
information on potential anti-dumping duties etc), which for the sake of simplification, 
are condensed into six tariff measures (three MFN measures and three preferential 
measures), which are used to match TARIC data with import flows, see Section 4. 

TARIC provides information on date, product, any additional codes needed to determine 
the tariff rate, the origin of the product, potential exclusions and the tariff rate that is 
associated with the origin and measure type. The measure type provides information on 
eligible import regime and whether the import flow is subject to a normal tariff or a 
quota. Table 1 displays an example of an extraction from TARIC for Algeria. For 
Algeria, measure type 103 is associated with an MFN tariff of 8% and measure type 142 
is associated with a preferential tariff of 6.4% under the GSP or a 0% tariff under 
Algeria's FTA with the EU.  

The GSP schemes are considered as a collective origin for all beneficiaries of the 
schemes. As can be seen, China and India are graduated (covered by the scheme but no 
longer eligible for preferences) from standard GSP preferences for this product. Countries 
having signed an interim EPA also have a separate origin.  

Table 1: Example of an extraction from TARIC for product HS 600111000110  
  imported from Algeria on 1 January 2010 

Date Product Additional 
code 

Origin Exclusions Tariff rate (%) Measure 
type 

20100101 6001100010  ALL  8.0 103 
   SPGL (CN,IN) 6.4 142 
   DZ  0.0 142 
Source: TARIC and DG Trade.  

2.2. Tariff structure and aggregation of tariffs 

EU tariffs are expressed as (i) ad valorem tariffs equal to a percentage of the product’s 
value, (ii) specific tariffs per unit weight/volume/number of pieces and (iii) a combination 
of ad valorem and specific tariffs. Tariffs are generally set at the 10-digit product level.  

                                                 
2 Third country duty rates as defined in the Combined Nomenclature, Suspensions of duties; Tariff quotas; 
and Tariff preferences. 
3 Agricultural components; Additional duties on sugar and flour contents; Countervailing charges; and 
Refunds for export of basic (i.e. non processed) agricultural goods. 
4 Antidumping measures; and Countervailing duties measure. 
5 Import and export prohibitions; Import and export restrictions; and Quantitative limits. 
6Import surveillances and Export surveillance. 



Annex Table 2 shows that for 75% of all EU MFN tariff lines, the last two digits of the 
Combined Nomenclature is “00”, that is the tariff at 8-digit then equals the tariff at 10-
digits. In practice, the same holds for another 20% of the cases when all products at 10-
digit level are subject to the same tariff rate.  

In 5% of the cases, however, the tariff set at 10-digit for an 8-digit product category 
varies. Products with additional codes, dominated by pharmaceutical products, but also 
contains some agricultural and fisheries products make out about two-thirds of these 
products.  

The remaining one-third of the products relates to end use in civil aircraft. For example, 
Hinges (83021000 at 8-digit level) is associated with two tariffs at the 10-digit level: 
8302100010 (for use in civil aircraft) 8302100090 (for normal use). In the former case, 
the tariff is 0% while in the latter it is 2.7%. There are also cases of varying tariffs at 10-
digit level in the case of wine and tobacco imports. 

The tariff structure of certain agricultural- and fisheries products, some of which are 
subject to Agricultural measures according to the TARIC classification, is complex. This 
holds in particular for processed agricultural products, the tariff of which depends on 
certain ingredients and on fruits and vegetables whose protection levels vary with daily 
fixed import (entry) prices.  

EU trade flows (imports and export) are publicly available at the 8-digit product level. 
There is thus a need to link tariffs with trade which requires an aggregation of tariffs to 
the 8-digit product level. Hence, an aggregation rule, going from 10-digits to 8-digits, 
must be defined (simple or trade weighted average, minimum, or maximum) in order to 
arrive at a tariff rate which matches the publicly available trade flow at 8-digit level.  

It has been considered that the general case should take precedence over the more 
specific case. This implies a choice of the normal tariff, which in many cases is equal to 
the maximum tariff. For pharmaceutical products and products with another end use, 
normal use, and thus the higher tariff, is therefore considered. This may bias EU tariff 
levels somewhat upwards. However, the ‘maximum tariff’ approach is not applied to 
tariff suspensions, which take precedence over the normal tariffs.  

3. EU IMPORTS 

3.1. Statistical regimes 

EU imports are classified according to five statistical regimes. Regime 1 refers to normal 
imports of goods for final use in the EU. Regime 3 is for outward processing. Outward 
processing makes it possible to export goods temporarily for processing and to import the 
transformed products, the added value of which will be subject to a full or partial 
exemption from duties and levies.  

Regimes 5 and 6 relate to inward processing, that is, to imports that are to be re-exported 
as final goods, while benefiting from an exemption from duties or levies via a suspension 



(Regime 5) or a reimbursement/drawback (Regime 6) which would be carried out under 
the normally applicable trade policy.7 Regime 7 refers to economic (outward) process 
arrangements for textiles. There is no statistical Regime 2, while Regime 4 is sometimes 
denoted total imports, that is, the sum of imports under the five statistical regimes. 

The magnitude of the difference between the two main categories (normal imports 
(Regime 1) and total imports (Regime 4)) depends on the product group that is being 
examined (and at which level of aggregation) and the country from which the imports are 
coming. Annex Table 3 below shows that normal imports (Regime 1) is by far the most 
important at aggregate level. It accounts for 95% of total EU imports, followed by inward 
processing (Regime 5, suspension) with 3.8%, outward processing (Regime 3) at 0.8% 
and inward processing (Regime 6, drawback) with 0.4%. Overall, outward processing for 
textiles (Regime 7) is hardly used at all.  

However, Annex Table 3 also displays that inward processing (Regime 5, suspension) is 
relatively important for EU imports from several countries. In the case of the USA, it 
accounts for more than 10%; the figure is similar for Canada at 9.7% and is equal to, or 
above, 5% of total EU imports also from Japan and Singapore. The main beneficiaries of 
EU outward processing schemes are the USA accounting for 2.3% of all EU imports 
related to this arrangement, followed by Brazil at 2.1% and Singapore at 2.0%. Hence, for 
several countries, one may need to examine EU imports at a more disaggregated level to 
find out which the main product groups are that make up for a sizeable share of EU 
imports under inward- and outward processing regimes.  

Annex Table 4 shows those HS2 chapters in which imports under schemes other than 
normal imports (Regime 1) account for more than 10% of EU imports. As reflected in the 
figures in Table 1, inward processing under suspension is the dominating alternative 
statistical import regime, but inward processing using drawbacks (Regime 6) is 
particularly important for Tobacco (HS24). For example, in the case of Tobacco, only 
half of EU imports come in as normal imports, while the other half is made up of imports 
under a one of the two inward processing regimes. In addition, outward processing 
(Regime 3) stands out as far as imports of Locomotives and parts thereof (HS86) and 
Motor Vehicles (HS87) are concerned, accounting for close to 20% and 10% of total EU 
imports in the two categories, respectively.  

Annex Table 5 examines the main countries subject to inward and outward processing 
regimes for the three HS2 chapters mentioned above. It shows that EU imports of 
Tobacco from Brazil, the USA and India to a large extent are accounted for by inward 
processing under Regimes 5 and 6. For Locomotives and parts thereof, imports related to 
outward processing dominate with flows from Japan under Regime 3 amounting to as 
much as 85% of the total EU imports of HS86. Finally, outward processing is also 
important for Motor vehicles and for EU imports of Motor vehicles from Brazil in 
                                                 
7 The suspension system covers non-Community goods, generally destined for re-export outside the 
Community's customs territory as final products, without the goods being subject to import duties or trade 
policy measures. The drawback system covers goods in free circulation, with a reimbursement of, or rebate 
on, import duties payable on the goods if they are exported outside the Community's customs territory as 
transformed products. 



particular. Almost 70% of EU imports of HS87 from Brazil are classified as coming in 
under Regime 3, while the figure for the USA is 40%.  

For analyses of e.g. determinants of EU import flows, statistically significant parameters 
coming out or regression analyses may be spurious if an inappropriate statistical regime is 
chosen. Factors explaining EU imports in general may not necessarily apply to imports of 
goods subject to outward or inward processing. 

3.2. Tariff regimes 

Based on the Single Administrative Document (SAD), Eurostat processes information on 
the type of tariff treatment that is being requested for the good under importation. The 
type of information that is available is date of importation, product, country of origin, the 
requested preferential status regime and which statistical regime the product is imported 
under.  

Box 36 of the SAD contains information on requested preferential status and is divided 
into three categories MFN, GSP and PREF with additional sub-regimes for each of them. 
Each of these three regimes are further split into whether the product is supposed to be 
imported under e.g. a quota, a suspension of the applicable tariff or an end-use 
agreement. In total, about 30 different tariff regimes are currently available for Eurostat 
to process, see Annex Table 6.8 

4. EU IMPORTS BY TARIFF REGIMES 

4.1. Matching tariff with trade flows  

TARIC tariff measures provide information on the tariff treatment a product from a 
certain origin at a specific point in time is eligible for. Box 36 of the SAD (Eurostat) 
contains similar information but on the requested use of this treatment.  

The main objective of merging tariffs and trade flows is to build a dataset from which it is 
possible to extract information on both treatment a product is eligible for and the extent to 
which this eligible treatment is made use of. In doing so, a base is established from which 
it is possible to calculate preferences utilisation rates, which is defined as the value of 
imports using preferences in relation to how much of the imports that were eligible for 
preferences. This information is needed to properly evaluate the impact of trade 
preferences.  

It requires a relatively complex procedure to match EU import flows with tariff data. To 
start with, TARIC is updated every day.9 On the other hand, trade flows at the most 

                                                 
8 There are also cases where the form is not correctly reported to Eurostat by member states or other 
reasons so that this information will be listed as unknown. 
9 The database is useful for finding a tariff for a specific product from a specific country at a specific date 
but it does not easily provide information on the tariffs of multiple products over a long period of time 
since tariffs may be suspended, change or apply only during a specific period of time. 



detailed level are available on a monthly basis. Therefore, in order to match tariffs with 
trade flows, it has been decided to take the tariff the first day of each month and consider 
that it remains unchanged during that month.  

Secondly, TARIC provides information on eligibility for each import flow {date, product 
and origin country} by considering the (simplified) tariff measures (MFN, GSP or 
PREF), type of tariff (normal or under quota) and the tariff rate (zero or positive). A tariff 
is defined as zero if the normal MFN tariff is zero and no other specific duties apply. A 
suspension of tariffs indicates a reduction of the tariff to zero, but in some cases the tariff 
may remain positive.  

It is important to note that during this merger processing, the following rules are applied: 
(i) if an import flow {date, product and origin country} is eligible for an MFN zero 
import duty, then the import is considered as MFN zero whatever the value of the first 
digit of the Box 36 and (ii) if an import flow {date, product and origin country} is not 
eligible for the tariff regime indicated by the first digit of the Box 36, it will be 
considered as imported  under the MFN regime. 

Thirdly, if the MFN rate is greater than zero, Box can 36 tell us which specific regime a 
product was requested to be imported under. The importer’s request for preferential 
regime is thus cross-checked with TARIC to see if the product is eligible for preferential 
treatment from its origin at that point in time. By using the two first digits "X" and "Y" of 
Box 36, where "X" indicates the tariff regime MFN (1), GSP(2) or PREF(3) and "Y" the 
tariff type (normal (1) or under quota (2)),10 the import flow can be split into two 
categories and merged with TARIC information as displayed in Figure 1 below.  

At the end of the process, each import flow has been assigned origin, import regime 
(MFN, GSP or other preferential regime), statistical regime (see Section 4)11 and the 
actually used (requested) import regime and whether this import regime provides for a 
zero or positive tariff. This type of data is available at different levels of aggregation 
(Total, HS2, HS4, HS6 and HS8). HS8 is the lowest level of disaggregated trade flows 
which is publicly available. 

In some cases, there is a request for an import regime for which the origin of the product 
in question is not eligible. In other cases, a product of a certain origin may be eligible for 
a preferential scheme but does not request to be treated under that scheme for one reason 
or the other.12 

                                                 
10 Assuming that the requested regime is consistent with eligibility as defined in TARIC. 
11 The matching of trade and tariffs are made using statistical import Regime 1 which is the most important 
one; but could in practice be carried out on any of the statistical regimes. 
12 In doing so; it is also checked whether the importer asked for a quota and if the quota was available at the 
time of request. 



Figure 1:  An illustration of the merger of tariffs (TARIC) and trade flows  
  (Eurostat, Box 36) 

 

4.2. EU imports under different tariff regimes – an overview  

Annex Table 7 provides an overview of EU imports in 2009 from a number of countries 
or country aggregates by the four tariff regimes defined above. More than 60% of EU 
imports from the GSP beneficiaries enter the EU market under MFN zero tariffs. An 
additional 10% are imported under preferential zero tariffs. That is 70% of EU imports 
from the GSP countries enter the EU free of duties. In fact, only 25% of imports are 
subject positive MFN tariffs.  

The table further shows that China is almost fully graduated from preferences on the EU 
market. Less than 1% of EU imports from China are subject to preferential treatment. 
Still, almost half of all imports are at MFN zero tariffs. For the Russia, which exports 
primarily energy, the figure is above 90% leaving only a marginal role for preferences to 
play in aggregate. MFN zero imports are also significant with share in the range of 65% 
and above in the case of the USA, Norway, the ACP countries, Mercosur, Korea, Brazil 
and the GCC. The high figure on preferential imports at zero duties in the case of Turkey 
reflects the functioning of the Customs Union. 

Bearing in mind that high share of EU imports under MFN zero duties, the scope for 
preferences is limited.13 In addition for those products which are subject to positive MFN 

                                                 
13 A conclusion also drawn in the mid-term evaluation of the EU GSP, see Gasiorek M. et al (2010), Mid-
term Evaluation of the EU’s Generalised System of Preferences, CARIS, University of Sussex. 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2010/may/tradoc_146196.pdf. 
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tariffs, at least in the case of industrial products, these are generally quite low. However, 
as the last column of Annex Table 8 shows, EU preferences are generally well used.  

5. CONCLUSIONS 

[To be added] 



 
ANNEX 

Table 1:  List of TARIC tariff measure types 

TYPE Description Simplified Classification 
103 Third country duty MFN  
105 Non preferential duty under end use MFN 
106 Customs Union Duty Preferences 
112 Autonomous tariff suspension MFN suspension 
115 Autonomous suspension under end use MFN suspension 
119 Airworthiness tariff suspension Not Considered 
122 Non preferential tariff quota MFN quota 
123 Non preferential tariff quota under end use MFN quota 
140 Outward processing tariff preference Not Considered 
141 Preferential suspension Preferences suspension 
142 Tariff preference Preferences 
143 Preferential quota Preferences quota 
144 Preferential ceiling Not Considered 
145 Tariff preference under end use Preferences 
146 Preferential quota under end use Preferences quota 
147 Customs Union Quota  Preferences quota 
Source: TARIC and DG Trade.  

 



Table 2: EU tariffs at 8- and 10-digit level 

Case Share of MFN 
tariffs (%) 

Comment 

All 100%  
Product codes with "00" suffix 75% tariff at 8-digits = tariff at 10-digits 
Same tariff for all product 
codes with "XX" suffix 

20% tariff at 8-digits = tariff at 10-digits 

Other cases:  5% Aggregation function must be defined 
Products with additional code 64%  

2500/2501  Pharmaceutical products 
  3912901010 (2500), 0%, pharma. use. 
  3912901010 (2501), 6.4%, normal use. 
255X  E.g. Cereal (1001100012) 
2550  Imported by land, inland waterway or sea 

or imported by air. 
2551  Imported by sea and arriving via the 

Atlantic Ocean or the Suez canal with the 
port of unloading on the Mediterranean Sea 

or on the Black Sea 
EA+ADFM  E.g. Biscuits 1905 90 45. EA - "agricultural 

component" (additional duty), ADFM - 
"additional duty on flour contents". Both of 
these duties may be subject to a reduction 

indicator 
FXXX  E.g. Fish (0302400010) 
F011  Herring of the species Clupea harengus; 

whole fish; Extra, A; size 1  
F012  Herring of the species Clupea harengus; 

whole fish; Extra, A; size 2 
360X  Other 
3601  Presentation of endorsed certificate/licence

Products related to end use 
measure 

34% E.g. products for use in civil aircraft 
8302100010, 0%, end use. 

8302100090, 2.7%, normal use. 
Wine  Tariff according to actual alcoholic strength 

by volume measured in €/hectolitre 
Tobacco  Tariff and a Min/Max duty measured in €/kg

Source: TARIC 

 



Table 3:  EU imports under the five statistical regimes from main partners*, 
share of total imports (%) 

Partner 
country 

Normal 
imports 

(Regime 1) 

Outward 
processing 
(Regime 3) 

Inward 
processing 
(Regime 5) 

Inward 
processing 
(Regime 6) 

Outward 
processing 
(Regime 7 
(Textiles)) 

China 98.6 0.3 0.8 0.4 0.0 
USA 85.5 2.3 11.5 0.7 0.0 
Russia 97.3 0.2 2.4 0.1 0.0 
Switzerland 96.5 0.6 2.9 0.0 0.0 
Norway 96.4 0.1 3.4 0.2 0.0 
Japan 92.5 1.3 5.0 1.2 0.0 
Turkey 98.9 0.1 1.0 0.1 0.0 
Korea 96.0 0.4 1.8 1.7 0.0 
India 97.2 0.2 2.0 0.6 0.0 
Brazil 93.6 2.1 3.3 1.0 0.0 
Libya 98.4 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.0 
Algeria 99.9 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 
Taiwan 98.4 0.1 1.0 0.4 0.0 
Canada 89.5 0.5 9.7 0.3 0.0 
South Africa 98.5 0.0 1.4 0.1 0.0 
Malaysia 96.5 0.1 3.4 0.1 0.0 
Thailand 96.7 0.9 1.8 0.6 0.0 
Singapore 92.7 2.0 5.3 0.0 0.0 

| | | | | | 
Total 95.0 0.8 3.8 0.4 0.0 
Source: COMEXT. Note: * Main partners are defined as those with a share of EU imports of 1% or more.  



 

Table 4:  Main EU imports (>10%) under the different statistical regimes by  
  HS2 Chapter, share of Chapter total imports (%) 

HS2 
Chapter 

Label Normal 
imports 

(Regime 1) 

Outward 
processing 
(Regime 3) 

Inward 
processing 
(Regime 5) 

Inward 
processing 
(Regime 6) 

Outward 
processing 
(Regime 7 
(Textiles)) 

24 Tobacco  50.3 0.1 19.7 30.0 0.0 
86 Locomotives  77.2 19.3 3.5 0.0 0.0 
81 Oth base metals 77.4 0.4 17.0 5.1 0.0 
28 Inorg. chemicals  77.8 2.3 19.2 0.7 0.0 
88 Aircraft and prts  79.6 2.3 18.1 0.0 0.0 
17 Sugars 83.7 0.2 16.1 0.0 0.0 
43 Furskins  84.4 0.8 14.6 0.2 0.0 
15 Fats and oils  85.7 0.2 13.6 0.5 0.0 
87 Motor vehicles  86.8 8.6 2.9 1.7 0.0 
11 Milling prods  87.0 0.0 13.0 0.0 0.0 
18 Cocoa & prep. 87.2 1.7 10.8 0.3 0.0 
76 Aluminium  88.3 0.1 11.4 0.2 0.0 
84 Machinery 89.0 1.0 9.5 0.6 0.0 
Source: COMEXT.  

 

Table 5:  Main EU imports (>10%) under the different statistical regimes by  
  HS2 Chapter and country, share of Chapter total imports by country  
  (%) 

HS2 Label Country Normal 
imports 

(Regime 1) 

Outward 
processing 
(Regime 3) 

Inward 
processing 
(Regime 5 

and 6) 

Outward 
processing 
(Regime 7 
(Textiles)) 

24 Tobacco  Brazil 44.6 0.1 55.3 0.0 
  USA 37.3 0.0 62.7 0.0 
  India 52.8 0.0 47.2 0.0 
86 Locomotives Japan 11.0 85.7 3.3 0.0 
  Russia 94.2 3.3 2.5 0.0 
  Switzerland 96.0 0.4 3.6 0.0 
87 Motor Vehicles USA 49.0 40.6 10.4 0.0 
  Brazil 31.3 68.3 0.3 0.0 
  Japan 90.6 3.5 5.9 0.0 
Source: COMEXT.  



 

Table 6:  Distribution of EU imports under different tariff regimes (%) 

 Codes used for non preferential treatment 
Distribution of 
EU imports (%) 

100  Third country duty rates 76.5 
110  Tariff suspension 0.7 
115  Tariff suspension subject to an end use 0.5 
118  Tariff suspension subject to a special certificate 0.0 

2119  Tariff suspension on goods imported with airworthiness certificates 0.2 
120  Non-preferential tariff quotas 0.3 
123  Non-preferential tariff quotas subject to an end use 0.1 
125  Non-preferential tariff quotas subject to a special certificate 0.1 
128  Tariff quotas following outward processing 0.0 
140  Tariff suspension for special end use 2.4 
150  Admission to CN codes subject to special certificates (entry price) 0.0 

 Codes used for the GSP  
200  Duty rate without conditions or limits 5.0 
218  Tariff suspension subject to a special certificate  0.0 
220  Tariff quotas 0.0 
223  Tariff quotas subject to an end use  0.0 
225  Tariff quotas subject to a special certificate  0.0 
240  Duty rate subject to an end use 0.1 

 Codes used for preferential agreements  
300  Duty rate without conditions or limits (incl. ceilings) 8.4 
310  Tariff suspension  0.0 
315  Tariff suspension subject to an end use  0.0 
318  Tariff suspension subject to a special certificate  0.0 
320  Tariff quotas 0.2 
323  Tariff quotas subject to an end use 0.0 
325  Tariff quotas subject to a special certificate  0.0 
328  Tariff quotas following outward processing 0.0 
340  Duty rate subject to an end use 0.0 

 Codes used under customs union agreements  
400  Duties 1.6 
420  Quotas 0.0 

Source: COMEXT, Statistical Regime 1. 

 



Table 7: Overview of EU imports by tariff regime, 2009 (€ billion and %) 

Partner Total imp. 
(€bn. 

MFN zero 
(%) 

MFN positive 
(%) 

PREF 
zero (%) 

PREF 
positive (%) 

Unknown 
(%) 

GSP 
countries 631.4 61.6 23.7 9.6 4.4 0.8 
China 210.2 44.4 54.2 0.2 0.5 0.7 
USA 122.1 66.8 32.0 0.0 0.0 1.3 
Russia 96.3 94.2 2.4 1.6 1.4 0.3 
Switzerland 69.4 52.4 4.1 42.9 0.0 0.6 
ASEAN 62.9 49.5 26.7 10.6 10.6 2.6 
Norway 52.9 76.9 5.1 17.4 0.4 0.2 
Japan 50.9 41.4 56.9 0.0 0.0 1.7 
ACP 36.7 77.0 1.4 21.1 0.3 0.4 
Turkey 35.5 11.9 4.9 76.6 1.8 4.9 
Mercosur 32.6 65.2 19.1 8.3 7.0 0.4 
Korea 30.6 65.1 33.9 0.0 0.0 1.1 
ACP non-LDC 25.3 75.1 1.6 22.7 0.4 0.2 
India 24.4 27.4 17.3 22.2 31.6 1.5 
Brazil 23.5 67.8 18.9 7.1 5.8 0.4 
GCC 19.9 70.3 4.9 13.7 10.4 0.7 
Source: COMEXT, Statistical Regime 1. 

 

 


